
The Good News Bible is a clear, 
easy-to-read translation of the Bible. It 
uses simple, everyday language so that as 
many people as possible can read and un-
derstand it. This has made it a very popular 
translation, selling over 150 million copies 
worldwide.

What is the Bible?
The Bible isn’t one book but a collection 
of books. These books were written at 
different times by different people. They 
include many types of writing: laws, stories, 
history, poetry, short sayings and proverbs, 
letters, visions, hymns and prayers, to 
name but a few. 

One of the most important things to 
do when you start reading a different part 
of the Bible is to ask yourself what kind of 
writing you think it is. This will help you to 
understand what you are reading. 

How are the books ordered?
It is also important to remember that the 
Bible is not organised according to when 
the books were written or when the events 
in them are set. The order of the books in 
the Bible is affected by what type of book 
they are. So all the books that contain laws 
are grouped together; all the books that 
tell the history of Israel are in one place; 
the Gospels are found next to each other, 
and so are the letters. 

This can be confusing because when 
you read through the Bible, the time jumps 
around. It is worth remembering that this 
is because they are ordered by subject, not 
by historical date.

Why does the Bible have two sections?
The Bible has two main sections, known as 
‘Testaments’. This word means ‘covenant’ 
or ‘promise’ and refers to the promises 
God made to his people.

The first section, called by Christians the 
Old Testament, contains the story of God’s 

relationship with his people, now known 
as the Jews. This part of the Bible is seen 
as holy by Jews as well as by Christians and 
is known by a variety of names, including 
the Hebrew Scriptures.

The second section, the New Testament, 
tells the good news of Jesus Christ and 
what happened to Jesus’ first followers. It 
is called the New Testament to emphasise 
that it is a continuation of the story in the 
Old Testament.

Finding your way around the Bible
When the different books of the Bible 
were first written, it was very hard to find 
your way around them. There were no 
chapters, no verses and, in the Greek New 
Testament, not even any spaces between 
words. 

Over the years, people have developed 
ways of finding your way around the Bible 
more easily. 

1. First you need to know whether a book 
is in the Old or the New Testament, and 
which page number it starts on. For 
this, turn to the Table of Contents and 
find its page number. 

To make things easier, in this Bible 
we have produced two Tables of 
Contents, one showing the order in 
which the books appear in the Bible 
and the other in alphabetical order so 
that you can find the book title more 
easily. 

2. Next you need to look at the reference 
for the verse you need. References are 
always given in this order: book title, 
chapter number and verse number. 
(The chapter and verse numbers are 
separated by a full stop.) 

For example, Genesis 12.2 means 
the twelfth chapter of the book of 
Genesis and the second verse of that 
chapter. 

Welcome to the Good 
News Bible
 



In this version, the book title and 
chapter numbers are repeated at the 
top of each page so that you can find 
them more easily.

vi Welcome to the Good News Bible 

3. Once you have found the book and the 
chapter number, you can find the verse 
number that you need within that 
chapter.
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their ghosts will not rise,
for you have punished them and 

destroyed them.
No one remembers them any more.

 15 Lord, you have made our nation grow,
enlarging its territory on every side,
and this has brought you honour.

 16 You punished your people, Lord,
and in anguish they prayed to you.*

 17 You, Lord, have made us cry out,
as a woman in labour cries out in 

pain.
 18 We were in pain and agony,

but we gave birth to nothing.
We have won no victory for our land;

we have accomplished nothing.*

 19 *Those of our people who have died 
will live again!

Their bodies will come back to life.
All those sleeping in their graves

will wake up and sing for joy.
As the sparkling dew refreshes the 

earth,
so the Lord will revive those who 

have long been dead.

Judgement and Restoration
20 Go into your houses, my people, and 

shut the door behind you. Hide your selves 
for a little while until God's anger is over. 
21 The Lord is coming from his heavenly 
dwell ing place to punish the people of the 
earth for their sins. The murders that were 
secretly committed on the earth will be re
vealed, and the ground will no longer hide 
those who have been killed.

27  1 *On that day the Lord will use 
his powerful and dead ly sword to 

punish Levi athan, that wrig gling, twist ing 
dragon, and to kill the monster* that lives 
in the sea.

2 On that day the Lord will say of his 
pleasant vine yard, 3 “I watch over it and 
water it continually. I guard it night and 
day so that no one will harm it. 4 I am no 
longer angry with the vine yard. If only there 
were thorns and briars to fight against, then 

26.16 Verse 16 in Hebrew is unclear.
26.18 We have won… nothing; Hebrew unclear.
27.1 Levi athan… monster: Legendary monsters which 
were symbols of the nations op pressing Israel.

See also: 26.19: Dan 12.2 27.1: Job 41.1; Ps 74.14; 
104.26

I would burn them up completely. 5 But if 
the enemies of my people want my protec
tion, let them make peace with me. Yes, let 
them make peace with me.”

6 In days to come the people of Israel, 
the descendants of Ja cob, will take root 
like a tree, and they will blossom and bud. 
The earth will be covered with the fruit they 
produce.

7 Israel has not been pun ished by the 
Lord as severely as its enemies, nor lost 
as many people. 8 The Lord pun ished his 
people by sending them into exile. He took 
them away with a  cruel wind from the 
east.* 9 But Israel's sins will be forgiven only 
when the stones of pagan altars are ground 
up like chalk, and no more incense altars or 

symbols of the goddess Ashe rah are left.
10 The fortified city lies in ruins. It is desert

ed like an empty wil der ness. It has become 
a pasture for cattle, where they can rest and 
graze. 11 The branches of the trees are with
ered and broken, and women gather them 
for fire wood. Because the people have 
under stood nothing, God their Creat or will 
not pity them or show them any mercy.

12 On that day, from the Eu phrates to 
the Egyptian border, the Lord will gather 
his people one by one, like someone separ
at ing the wheat from the chaff.

13 When that day comes, a trum pet will 
be blown to call back from As syria and 
Egypt all the Israel ites who are in exile 
there. They will come and wor ship the Lord 
in Jeru salem, on his sacred hill.*

A Warning to the Northern Kingdom

28  1 The kingdom of Israel is doomed! 
Its glory is fading like the crowns of 

flowers on the heads of its drunken lead
ers. Their proud heads are well perfumed, 

27.8 Verse 8 in Hebrew is un clear.

See also: 27.13 sacred hill: See 2.3.

Major Prophets ISAIAH  26–28 841

The fortified city lies in ruins (27.10)
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Reading a whole book at a time

If you want to read a whole book at a time, 
it is good to start with the books that are 
easier to read and move on to the more 
challenging ones later. In other words, 
don’t start with Leviticus, which is a list of 
instructions that many people struggle to 
read; start with a story that is much easier 
to understand.

1.  Start with a Gospel.

• Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and is 
very easy to read (p. 1131).

• You could try Luke’s Gospel first 
(p. 1158) and then, straight away, read 
Acts (p. 1230). Acts was also written 
by Luke and goes on to tell the story 
of how the good news of Jesus spread 
from Jerusalem to Rome.

2.  Next, try a book with a good 
story from the Old Testament.

• Ruth (p. 249) and Jonah (p. 1055) are 
both great stories and fun to read.

• 1 Samuel (p. 254) also has some 
interesting stories in it.

• Genesis (p. 3) has some of the best-
known stories in the whole Bible.

3.  Then you might like to look at one 
of the letters in the New Testament.

• Philippians (p. 1323), Ephesians 
(p. 1317) and Colossians (p. 1328) 

are all good places to start with Paul’s 
letters. Romans (p. 1268) is the longest 
and most complicated of them all, so 
you may like to leave that until you 
have read some of his other letters.

• Don’t just read Paul’s letters. Try 
1 Peter (p. 1370) or James (p. 1363), 
which were written by other early 
Christians.

4.  It is also good to read some 
of the prophecy and poetry 
in the Old Testament.

• The Psalms (p. 619) have been used in 
Jewish and Christian worship for over 
2,500 years. Read some of the Psalms: 
some of the most popular are 1, 23, 
37, 40, 46, 62, 84, 117, 121 and 139.

• The book of Isaiah (p. 820) has some 
inspiring passages. Have a look at 9.2–
7; 35.1–10; 40.1–31; 52.13—53.12 
and 61.1–11

You may notice that the laws (e.g. Levi-
ticus) and the visions (e.g. Revelation) 
aren’t on this list. This is because they are 
the hardest books in the Bible to read. Do 
read them, but get used to reading some 
of the other books first, and then, when you 
are ready, turn your attention to the more 
complicated parts of the Bible.

Where do I begin?
 

When you start to read the Bible it can be hard to know where to begin, and once begun, 
it can be hard to know where to go next. 

The choice of where to start depends entirely on you. You may like to read whole 
books at a time. You may like to read to understand the big picture of the message of 
the Bible. You may like to read some of the most famous stories, story by story. Or you 
may like to explore themes. Whatever you choose, there are some ideas below to help 
you get started.



Reading to understand 
the big picture

Running through the Bible is the message 
of God’s love for the world that he created. 
The story of the Bible is the story of how 
God tried to draw people back to him and 
mend their broken relationship. It can be 
helpful to trace this story through the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation.

You can read the whole of this story 
through the 40 passages below. (If you 
don’t have time to read them all, just read 
numbers 1, 2, 7, 15, 20, 24, 27, 29, 30 and 
33.)

The Old Testament

1. The world was created by God and it 
was good: Genesis 1—2
In the beginning, God created 
the world and all living creatures, 
including human beings.

2. But it went wrong: Genesis 3
Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 
could no longer stay in the garden 
of Eden.

3. So God decided to start again: 
Genesis 6.5–22 and 8.1—9.17
God decided to flood the world and 
start again, but he saved Noah and 
Noah’s family and gave a rainbow as 
a sign that he would never flood the 
world again.

4. God chose a family – the family 
of Abraham – to be his people: 
Genesis 12.1–8
God called Abraham to leave his 
home and follow him, and God 
promised that he would bless 
Abraham.

5. God promised that Abraham’s 
family would become a great 
nation: Genesis 17.15—18.15 
God promised the elderly Abraham 
and Sarah that they would have a 
son together.

6. But his family became slaves in 
Egypt: Exodus 1
Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, moved 
to Egypt with his twelve sons (one of 
whom was Joseph), but as time went 
by, their descendants became slaves 
of Pharaoh.

7. So God called Moses to free his 
people from slavery: Exodus 
3.1—4.13
God appeared to Moses in a burning 
bush and called him to set his people 
free.

8. And Moses led them out of Egypt: 
Exodus 14—15
Moses led the people out of slavery 
in Egypt. After crossing the Red Sea, 
they wandered in the wilderness.

9. In the wilderness, God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments: 
Deuteronomy 5.1–22
God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments on the top of 
Mount Sinai.

10. After 40 years, a new leader brought 
God’s people to the Promised Land: 
Joshua 3.1—4.7
Joshua entered the Promised Land 
with God’s people, and the twelve 
tribes settled there.

11. In the Promised Land, they faced 
many enemies: Judges 6—7
God raised up a number of different 
leaders to face the people’s enemies; 
one of these was Gideon, who led an 
army against the Midianites.

12. And so the people asked for a king 
to lead them in battle: 1 Samuel 
8.1—10.1
Despite the prophet Samuel’s 
uncertainty, God asked him to anoint 
Saul as king.

13. God then chose David to be king: 
1 Samuel 16
Saul could not live up to the calling 
to be king, so God chose David to be 
king instead of him.

viii Where do I begin? 



1. Recognise that the Bible was 
written a long time ago.
Even the newest parts of the Bible are 
about 2,000 years old. Remember this 
as you read it, and try to imagine what 
it might have been like to live when the 
books were first written. 

2. Don’t read passages entirely 
on their own; look at what 
comes before and after them.
It’s easy to take verses, or sometimes 
whole stories, out of context, by reading 
them by themselves. Try to work out where 
they fit in the bigger story or argument of 
the book. You’ll get a much better sense 
of what’s going on and what it all means.

3. Ask yourself what type of 
book you are reading.
We read different types of books differ-
ently. You would never read a list of phone 
numbers in the same way as you read a 
novel, so work out if the passage you are 
reading is poetry or prose, law or history, 
wise sayings or a vision, and then read with 
that in mind. It will make a big difference.

4. Read what’s actually there, not 
what you think might be there.
It is all too easy to assume that we know 
what a Bible story says. This is particular-
ly true for famous stories; we can think we 
know what it is about and not actually read 
it. So slow down and chew the story over. 
You’ll often find that you understand it in 
a new way.

5. Read the Bible with other people.
We all bring our own experiences and 
thoughts to the Bible. It can help, therefore, 

What to bear in mind as 
you read
Throughout Christian history, people have found the Bible to be inspiring but not al-
ways easy to read. There are a few things to keep in mind, which may help you as you 
read the Bible.

to ask how other people see it and read it. 
You’ll gain a sense of what other people 
think the Bible says. 

6. Don’t read the Bible from start 
to finish, as you would a novel.
The Bible is not one book; it is a library of 
books. The books are not always printed 
in time order; instead, they often jump 
around from time period to time period. As 
a result, reading them in the order they are 
printed can be confusing and unhelpful.

7. Ask questions.
Use your brain while you read. Ask ques-
tions. Explore ideas. If you really can’t 
understand something, make a note of it 
and come back later. Sometimes, return-
ing to a difficult question can help.  

8. Keep a notebook of your questions.
Make notes as you read. What inspires 
you? What confuses you? Which are your 
favourite verses? Jot them down. If you 
return to your notes later, they will re-
mind you of what you enjoyed before. 
Sometimes, when you look back at what 
confused you, it is less troubling than it was 
before.

9. Don’t worry about it.
Many people find parts of the Bible diffi-
cult to understand. It was written a long 
time ago. It comes from a different cul-
ture. If you find something difficult, move 
on. Focus on the parts you do understand 
and not the parts you don’t.

10. Do keep going.
Above all, keep going. The more you read, 
the easier it gets. The ten commandments 
(Deuteronomy 5)



Old Testament

Law 

These books set out God’s command-
ments for his people alongside the stories 
about their relationship with God.

• Genesis 
• Exodus
• Leviticus
• Numbers
• Deuteronomy

Historical books

These books lay out the history of God’s 
people as they settled in the Promised 
Land, began to look for a king, went into 
exile in Babylon and then returned home.

• Joshua
• Judges
• Ruth
• 1 Samuel
• 2 Samuel
• 1 Kings
• 2 Kings
• 1 Chronicles
• 2 Chronicles
• Ezra
• Nehemiah
• Tobit
• Judith
• Esther
• 1 Maccabees
• 2 Maccabees

Poetic books

These books contain a range of poems, 
prayers and wise advice.

• Job
• Psalms
• Proverbs
• Ecclesiastes
• Song of Songs
• Wisdom of Solomon
• Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
• Lamentations

Major Prophets

These books contain prophecies from four 
of Israel’s prophets. They are called the 
Major Prophets because of the length of 
their books, not necessarily the importance 
of the prophets.

• Isaiah
• Jeremiah
• Baruch
• Ezekiel
• Daniel

Minor Prophets

These books contain prophecies from 
twelve of Israel’s prophets. They are called 
the Minor Prophets because of the length 
of their books, not necessarily the impor-
tance of the prophets.

• Hosea
• Joel
• Amos
• Obadiah
• Jonah

The main collections of 
books in the Bible



• Micah
• Nahum
• Habakkuk
• Zephaniah
• Haggai
• Zechariah
• Malachi

New Testament

Gospels

Four different accounts of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

• Matthew
• Mark
• Luke 
• John

The good news spreads

The story of how the good news about 
Jesus spread from Jerusalem all the way 
to Rome.

• Acts

Letters

A number of letters from various key lead-
ers of the earliest Christians, especially the 
apostle Paul, addressing issues of life, God 
and faith.

• Romans 
• 1 Corinthians
• 2 Corinthians
• Galatians
• Ephesians
• Philippians
• Colossians
• 1 Thessalonians
• 2 Thessalonians
• 1 Timothy
• 2 Timothy 
• Titus
• Philemon
• Hebrews
• James

 The main collections of books in the Bible xvii

• 1 Peter
• 2 Peter
• 1 John
• 2 John
• 3 John
• Jude

Prophecy

A vision of heaven seen by John

• Revelation



The Story of Creation

1  1 In the beginning, when God created 
the universe,* 2 the earth was form-

less and desolate. The raging ocean that 
covered everything was engulfed in to-
tal darkness, and the Spirit of God* was 
moving over the water. 3 *Then God com-
manded, “Let there be light” — and light 
appeared. 4 God was pleased with what he 
saw. Then he separated the light from the 
darkness, 5 and he named the light “Day” 

1.1 In the beginning… the universe; or In the 
beginning God created the universe; or When God 
began to create the universe.
1.2 the Spirit of God; or the power of God; or a wind 
from God; or an awesome wind.

See also: 1.3: 2 Cor 4.6

and the darkness “Night”. Evening passed 
and morning came — that was the first 
day.

6-7 *Then God commanded, “Let there 
be a dome to divide the water and to keep 
it in two separate places” — and it was 
done. So God made a dome, and it sep-
arated the water under it from the water 
above it. 8 He named the dome “Sky”. Even-
ing passed and morning came — that was 
the second day.

9 Then God commanded, “Let the water 
below the sky come together in one place, 
so that the land will appear” — and it was 
done. 10 He named the land “Earth”, and 
the water which had come together he 

See also: 1.6–8: 2 Pet 3.5

GENESIS
The start of all things
What’s it about? Genesis is all about beginnings: the beginnings 
of time, the beginnings of the universe, the beginnings of God’s 
people … and the beginnings of his people going their own way.

Who wrote it? The first five books of the Bible are 
often called the Torah (from the Hebrew word 

meaning ‘teaching’) or Pentateuch (meaning 
‘five books’ in Greek). Tradition has it that 

these books were written by Moses, but no 
one is sure.

Why read it? These ancient 
stories were passed down 

from generation to 
generation, and they 
tell us many things 
about God, us and our 
relationship with him. 
The people in this book 
are not so different 

from us: they triumph 
with God’s help and fail 
spectacularly when they 

turn against him.

What’s it to me? Genesis raises some of the big questions of life and 
gives us space to discover answers to those questions.

 

1



4 Old Testament

1

Genesis

named “Sea”. And God was pleased with 
what he saw. 11 Then he commanded, 
“Let the earth produce all kinds of plants, 
those that bear grain and those that bear 
fruit” — and it was done. 12 So the earth 
produced all kinds of plants, and God 
was pleased with what he saw. 13 Evening 
passed and morning came — that was the 
third day.

14 Then God commanded, “Let lights ap-
pear in the sky to separate day from night 
and to show the time when days, years, 
and religious festivals* begin; 15 they will 
shine in the sky to give light to the earth” — 
and it was done. 16 So God made the two 
larger lights, the sun to rule over the day 
and the moon to rule over the night; he 
also made the stars. 17 He placed the lights 
in the sky to shine on the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and the night, and to separate 
light from darkness. And God was pleased 
with what he saw. 19 Evening passed and 
morning came — that was the fourth day.

20 Then God commanded, “Let the water 
be filled with many kinds of living beings, 
and let the air be filled with birds.” 21 So 
God created the great sea monsters, all 
kinds of creatures that live in the water, 
and all kinds of birds. And God was pleased 
with what he saw. 22 He blessed them all 
and told the creatures that live in the water 
to reproduce, and to fill the sea, and he told 

See also: 1.14 religious festivals; or seasons.

the birds to increase in number. 23 Evening 
passed and morning came — that was the 
fifth day.

24 Then God commanded, “Let the earth 
produce all kinds of animal life: domestic 
and wild, large and small” — and it was 
done. 25 So God made them all, and he 
was pleased with what he saw.

26 *Then God said, “And now we will 
make human beings; they will be like us 
and resemble us. They will have power over 
the fish, the birds, and all animals, domes-
tic and wild,* large and small.” 27 *So God 
created human beings, making them to 
be like himself. He created them male and 
female, 28 blessed them, and said, “Have 
many children, so that your descend- 
ants will live all over the earth and bring 
it under their control. I am putting you in 
charge of the fish, the birds, and all the 
wild animals. 29 I have provided all kinds 
of grain and all kinds of fruit for you to 
eat; 30 but for all the wild animals and for 
all the birds I  have provided grass and 
leafy plants for food” — and it was done. 
31 God looked at everything he had made, 
and he was very pleased. Evening passed 
and morning came — that was the sixth 
day.

2  1 And so the whole universe was com-
pleted. 2 *By the seventh day God 

finished what he had been doing and 
stopped working. 3 He blessed the seventh 
day and set it apart as a special day, be-
cause by that day he had completed his 
creation* and stopped working. 4 And that 
is how the universe was created.

The Garden of Eden
When the Lord* God made the universe, 

5 there were no plants on the earth and no 
seeds had sprouted, because he had not 
sent any rain, and there was no one to cul-
tivate the land; 6 but water would come up 
from beneath the surface and water the 
ground.

1.26 One ancient translation animals, domestic and 
wild; Hebrew domestic animals and all the earth.
2.3 by that day he had completed his creation; or on 
that day he completed his creation.
2.4 the Lord: See Lord in Word List

See also: 1.26: 1 Cor 11.7 1.27: Mt 19.4;  
Mk 10.6 1.27–28: Gen 5.1–2 2.2: Heb 4.4, 10  
2.2–3: Ex 20.11

GENESIS  1  ,   2

Let the earth produce all kinds of plants … 
creatures that live in the water (1.11, 21)



5The Law

1

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Sam.
2 Sam.
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chron.
2 Chron.
Ezra
Nehem.
Tobit
Judith
Esther
1 Macc.
2 Macc.

Genesis

7 *Then the Lord God took some soil from 
the ground* and formed a man* out of it; 
he breathed life-giving breath into his nos-
trils and the man began to live.

8 Then the Lord God planted a garden 
in Eden, in the East, and there he put the 
man he had formed. 9 *He made all kinds 
of beautiful trees grow there and produce 
good fruit. In the middle of the garden 
stood the tree that gives life and the tree 
that gives knowledge of what is good and 
what is bad.*

10 A stream flowed in Eden and watered 
the garden; beyond Eden it divided into 
four rivers. 11 The first river is the Pishon; it 
flows round the country of Havilah. 12 (Pure 
gold is found there and also rare perfume 
and precious stones.) 13 The second river 
is the Gihon; it flows round the country of 
Cush.* 14 The third river is the Tigris, which 
flows east of Assyria, and the fourth river is 
the Euphrates.

15 Then the Lord God placed the man 
in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and 
guard it. 16 He said to him, “You may eat 
the fruit of any tree in the garden, 17 ex-
cept the tree that gives knowledge of what 
is good and what is bad.* You must not eat 
the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die 
the same day.”

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
for the man to live alone. I will make a suit-
able companion to help him.” 19 So he took 
some soil from the ground and formed all 
the animals and all the birds. Then he 
brought them to the man to see what he 
would name them; and that is how they 
all got their names. 20 So the man named 
all the birds and all the animals; but not 
one of them was a suitable companion to 
help him.

21 Then the Lord God made the man fall 
into a deep sleep, and while he was sleep-
ing, he took out one of the man's ribs and 
closed up the flesh. 22 He formed a woman 
out of the rib and brought her to him. 
23 Then the man said,

2.7 ground… man: The Hebrew words for “man” and 
“ground” have similar sounds.
2.9; 2.17 knowledge of what is good and what is bad; 
or knowledge of everything.
2.13 Cush (of Mesopotamia); or Ethiopia.

See also: 2.7: 1 Cor 15.45  2.9: Rev 2.7; 22.2, 14

“At last, here is one of my own 
kind —

Bone taken from my bone, and flesh 
from my flesh.

‘Woman’ is her name because she 
was taken out of man.”*

24 *That is why a man leaves his father 
and mother and is united with his wife, 
and they become one.

25 The man and the woman were both 
naked, but they were not embarrassed.

Human Disobedience

3  1 *Now the snake was the most cun-
ning animal that the Lord God had 

made. The snake asked the woman, “Did 
God really tell you not to eat fruit from any 
tree in the garden?”

2 “We may eat the fruit of any tree in the 
garden,” the woman answered, 3 “except 
the tree in the middle of it. God told us not 
to eat the fruit of that tree or even touch it; 
if we do, we will die.”

4 The snake replied, “That's not true; 
you will not die. 5 God said that, because 
he knows that when you eat it you will be 
like God* and know what is good and what 
is bad.”*

6 The woman saw how beautiful the tree 
was and how good its fruit would be to eat, 
and she thought how wonderful it would 
be to become wise. So she took some of 
the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to 

2.23 woman… man: The Hebrew words for “woman” 
and “man” have similar sounds.
3.5 God; or the gods.
3.5 know what is good and what is bad; or know 
everything.

See also: 2.24: Mt 19.5; Mk 10.7–8; 1 Cor 6.16;  
Eph 5.31 3.1: Rev 12.9; 20.2

GENESIS  2  ,   3

How wonderful it would be to become wise 
(3.6)
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her husband, and he also ate it. 7 As soon 
as they had eaten it, they were given un-
derstanding and realized that they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together 
and covered themselves.

8 That evening they heard the Lord God 
walking in the garden, and they hid from 
him among the trees. 9 But the Lord God 
called out to the man, “Where are you?”

10 He answered, “I  heard you in the 
garden; I was afraid and hid from you, be-
cause I was naked.”

11 “Who told you that you were naked?” 
God asked. “Did you eat the fruit that I told 
you not to eat?”

12 The man answered, “The woman you 
put here with me gave me the fruit, and 
I ate it.”

13 *The Lord God asked the woman, 
“Why did you do this?”

She replied, “The snake tricked me into 
eating it.”

God Pronounces Judgement
14 Then the Lord God said to the snake, 

“You will be punished for this; you alone of 
all the animals must bear this curse: from 
now on you will crawl on your belly, and 
you will have to eat dust as long as you live. 
15 *I will make you and the woman hate 
each other; her offspring and yours will al-
ways be enemies. Her offspring will crush 
your head, and you will bite her offspring's* 
heel.”

16 And he said to the woman, “I will in-
crease your trouble in pregnancy and your 
pain in giving birth. In spite of this, you will 
still have desire for your husband, yet you 
will be subject to him.”

17 *And he said to the man, “You listened 
to your wife and ate the fruit which I told 
you not to eat. Because of what you have 
done, the ground will be under a curse. You 
will have to work hard all your life to make it 
produce enough food for you. 18 It will pro-
duce weeds and thorns, and you will have 
to eat wild plants. 19 You will have to work 
hard and sweat to make the soil produce 
anything, until you go back to the soil from 
which you were formed. You were made 
from soil, and you will become soil again.”

3.15 her offspring’s; or their.

See also: 3.13: 2 Cor 11.3; 1 Tim 2.14   
3.15: Rev 12.17 3.17–18: Heb 6.8

20 Adam* named his wife Eve,* because 
she was the mother of all human beings. 
21 And the Lord God made clothes out of 
animal skins for Adam and his wife, and he 
clothed them.

Adam and Eve are Sent 
Out of the Garden

22 *Then the Lord God said, “Now the 
man has become like one of us and has 
knowledge of what is good and what is 
bad.* He must not be allowed to take fruit 
from the tree that gives life, eat it, and live 
for ever.” 23 So the Lord God sent him out 
of the Garden of Eden and made him cul-
tivate the soil from which he had been 
formed. 24 Then at the east side of the gar-
den he put living creatures* and a flaming 
sword which turned in all directions. This 
was to keep anyone from coming near the 
tree that gives life.

Cain and Abel

4   1 Then Adam had intercourse with his 
wife, and she became pregnant. She 

bore a son and said, “By the Lord's help 
I have acquired a son.” So she named him 
Cain.* 2 Later she gave birth to another son, 
Abel. Abel became a shepherd, but Cain was 
a farmer. 3 After some time, Cain brought 
some of his harvest and gave it as an offer-
ing to the Lord. 4 *Then Abel brought the 
first lamb born to one of his sheep, killed 
it, and gave the best parts of it as an offer-
ing. The Lord was pleased with Abel and his 
offering, 5 but he rejected Cain and his offer-
ing. Cain became furious, and he scowled in 
anger. 6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why 
are you angry? Why that scowl on your face? 
7 If you had done the right thing, you would 
be smiling;* but because you have done evil, 
sin is crouching at your door. It wants to rule 
you, but you must overcome it.”

3.20 Adam: This name in Hebrew means “humanity”.
3.20 Eve: This name sounds similar to the Hebrew 
word for “living”, which is rendered in this context as 
“human beings”.
3.22 knowledge of what is good and what is bad; or 
knowledge of everything.
3.24 living creatures: See Word List.
4.1 Cain: This name sounds like the Hebrew for 
“acquired”.
4.7 you would be smiling; or I would have accepted 
your offering.

See also: 3.22: Rev 22.14 4.4: Heb 11.4

GENESIS   3 ,  4



1  1 I  am Tobit and this is the story of 
my life. My father was Tobi el, my 

grandfather was Ananiel, and my great- 
grand father was Adu el. Adu el’s father was 
Gabael; his grandfather was Raphael; and 
his great- grand father was Ragu el, who 
belonged to the clan of Asi el, a part of 
the tribe of Naph tali. 2 *During the time 
that Shal man eser was em peror of As syria, 
I was taken captive in my home town of 
Thisbe, located in northern Gali lee, south 
of Kadesh in Naph tali, north- west of Hazor, 
and north of Phogor.

See also: 1.2: 2 Kgs 17.3; 18.9

Tobit’s Early Life
3 All my life I have been honest and have 

tried to do what was right. I have often 
given money to help needy relatives and 
fellow-Jews who were de port ed with me to 
Nine veh, the cap ital of As syria.

4 When I was young, I lived in northern 
Israel. All the tribes in Israel were sup posed 
to offer sacrifices in Jeru salem. It was the 
one city that God had chosen from among 
all the Israelite cities as the place where 
his Temple was to be built for his holy 
and etern al home. But my entire tribe of  
Naph tali rejected the city of Jeru salem and 
the kings descended from David. 5 *Like 

See also: 1.5: 1 Kgs 12.28–29 

THE BOOK OF

TOBIT
A love story guided by an angel
What’s it about? A devout man called Tobit is suddenly blinded. 
His son Tobias, guided by the disguised angel Raphael, sets out to 

help his father and marries Sarah. Tobias drives 
away a demon from Sarah, which has killed her 
seven previous husbands on the wedding night. 
Tobit regains his sight and dies a rich and happy 
man.

Who wrote it? The author is unknown but the 
book was probably written in Palestine about 
200  bc, in Aramaic. The writer seems to be 
familiar with Genesis, Deuteronomy, Job and 
some of the prophets.

Why read it? God’s will is to save his people from their enemies 
and to restore the ruins of Jerusalem. The book models trust in 
God even in exile, with prayer, fasting and almsgiving. There is 
a strong belief in angels who do God’s work: the angel here is 
Raphael, whose name means ‘God has healed’. God does not 
abandon his people, no matter how bad life may appear.

What’s it to me? Tobit shows us ordinary men and women 
trying to live ordinary lives in faithfulness to God. There is plenty 
of humour and far more dialogue than in most of the books of 
the Bible.

17
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everyone else in this tribe, my own family 
used to go to the city of Dan in the moun-
tains of northern Gali lee to offer sacrifices 
to the gold bull- calf which King Jero boam 
of Israel had set up there.

Tobit’s Faithfulness to His Religion
6 *I was the only one in my family who 

regular ly went to Jeru salem to celebrate 
the religious festivals, as the Law of Moses 
commands everyone to do. I would hurry 
off to Jeru salem with the first part of 
my harvest, the first born of my ani mals, 
a tenth of my cattle, and the freshly clipped 
wool from my sheep. Then I would stand 
before the altar in the Temple, and give 
these offerings to the priests, the descend-
ants of Aaron. 7 I would give a tenth of my 
grain, wine, olive- oil, po megranates, figs 
and other fruits to the Lev ites who served 
God in Jeru salem. Every year, ex cept the 
seventh year when the land was at rest,* 
I would sell a second tenth of my posses-
sions and spend the money in Jeru salem 
on the festival meal.

8 But every third year, I would give a third 
tithe* to widows and orphans and to for-
eigners living among my people, and we 
would eat the festival meal together. I did 
this in keeping with the Law of Moses, 
which De borah, the mother of my grand-
father Ananiel, had taught me to obey. 
(I had been left an orphan when my father 
died.)

Tobit’s Faithfulness in Exile
9 When I  grew up, I  married An na, 

a member of my own tribe. We had a son 
and named him Tobias. 10 Later, I  was 
taken captive and de port ed to As syria, and 
that is how I came to live in Nine veh.

While we lived in Nine veh, all my rel-
atives and fellow-Jews used to eat the 
same kind of food as the other people 
who lived there, 11 but I refused to do so. 
12 Since I took serious ly the commands of 
the Most High God, 13 he made Em peror 
Shal man eser respect me, and I was placed 
in charge of purchas ing all the em peror’s 
sup plies.

1.7 the land was at rest: See Lev 25.1–7.
1.8 a third tithe; some manuscripts have the money.

See also: 1.6: Deut 16.16

14 Before the em peror died, I  made 
regular visits to the land of Media to 
buy things for him there. Once, when 
I was in the city of Rages in Media, I left 
some bags of money there with Gabael, 
Gabrias’ brother, and asked him to keep 
them for me. There were more than 300 
kilo grammes of silver coins in those bags. 
15 When Shal man eser died, his son Senna-
cherib suc ceeded him as em peror. It soon 
became so dangerous to trav el on the 
roads in Media that I  could no longer  
go there.

Tobit Buries the Dead
16 While Shal man eser was still em peror, 

I took good care of my fellow-Jews when-
ever they were in need. 17 *If they were 
hun gry, I  shared my food with them; if 
they needed clothes, I  gave them some 
of my own. When ever I  saw that the 
dead body of one of my people had been 
thrown outside the city wall, I  gave it 
a decent bur ial.

18 One day Senna cherib cursed God, the 
King of Heaven; God pun ished him, and 
Senna cherib had to retreat from Ju dah. On 
his way back to Media he was so furious 
that he killed many Israelites. But I secretly 
removed the bodies and buried them; and 
when Senna cherib later searched for the 
bodies, he could not find them.

19 Then someone from Nine veh told the 
em peror that I was the one who had been 
burying his vic tims. As soon as I realized 
that the em peror knew all about me and 
that my life was in danger, I became fright-
ened. So I ran away and hid. 20 Every thing 
I owned was seized and put in the royal 
treas ury. My wife An na and my son Tobias 
were all I had left.

Tobit’s Nephew Rescues Him
21 About six weeks later, two of Senna-

cherib’s sons as sas sin ated him and then 
escaped to the mountains of Ara rat.  
An other son, Esar haddon, became 
em peror and put Ahi kar, my brother 
Anael’s son, in charge of all the financial 
af fairs of the empire. 22 This was ac tu al-
ly the second time Ahi kar was ap point ed 
to this position, for when Senna cherib was 
em peror of As syria, Ahi kar had been wine 

See also: 1.17: Job 31.16–20

 TOBIT 1
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steward, treas urer, and ac count ant, and 
had been in charge of the official seal. 
Since Ahi kar was my nephew, he put in 
a good word for me with the em peror, and 
I was al lowed to return to Nine veh.

A Family Celebration

2  1 *When I  returned home I  was re- 
un ited with my wife An na and my 

son Tobias. At the Harvest Festival, which 
is also called the Festival of Weeks, I sat 
down to a de licious meal. 2 When I saw 
how much food there was on the table, 
I said to Tobias, “My son, go out and find 
some fellow-Jew who is living in poverty 
here in exile, someone who takes God’s 
commands serious ly. Bring him back with 
you, so that he can share this festival meal 
with us. I won’t start eating until you come 
back.”

A Murder in Nineveh
3 So Tobias went out to look for such 

a person. But he quickly returned, shout-
ing, “Father! Father!”

“Yes, what is it?” I asked.
“One of our people has just been mur-

dered! Someone strangled him and threw 
his body into the market-place.”

4 I  jumped up and left the table with-
out even touch ing my food. I removed the 
body from the street and carried it to a   
little shed, where I left it until sunset, when 
I could bury it. 5 *Then I  returned home 
and washed, so as to purify myself. In deep 
sorrow I ate my dinner. 6 *I was reminded 
of what the prophet Amos had said to the 
people of Beth el:

“Your festivals will be turned into 
funerals,

and your glad songs will become 
cries of grief.”

I began to weep.
7 After sunset I went out, dug a grave, 

and buried the man. 8 My neighbours 
thought I was mad. “Haven’t you learnt 
any thing?” they asked. “You have already 
been in danger once for burying the dead, 
and you would have been killed if you had 
not run away. But here you are doing the 
same thing all over again.”

See also: 2.1: Ex 23.16 2.5: Num 19.11–13  
2.6: Amos 8.10

Tobit Is Blinded
9 That night I  washed, so as to purify 

myself, and went out into my courtyard to 
sleep by the wall. It was a hot night, and 
I did not pull the cover up over my head. 
10 Sparrows were on the wall right above 
me, but I did not know it. Their warm drop-
pings fell into my eyes, caus ing a  white 
film to form on them. I went to one doc-
tor after an other, but the more they treated 
me with their medicines, the worse my eyes 
became, until final ly I was com pletely blind.

For four years I could see nothing. My 
relatives were deeply concerned about 
my cond ition, and Ahi kar sup ported me 
for two years before he went to the land 
of Elam.

A Family Quarrel
11 After Ahi kar left, my wife An na had 

to go to work, so she took up weav ing, like 
many other women. 12 The people she 
worked for would pay her when she de- 
livered the cloth. One spring day, she cut 
a fin ished piece of cloth from the loom and 

 TOBIT 1,  2 

You have already been in danger once for 
burying the dead (2.8)

“Take it straight back to its owners.” (2.13)
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took it to the people who had ordered it. 
They paid her the full price and also gave 
her a goat.

13 When An na came home with the goat, 
it began to bleat. I called out, “Where did 
that goat come from? You stole it, didn’t 
you? Take it straight back to its owners. It’s 
not right to eat stolen food!”

14 “No!” she replied. “It was given to me 
as a gift in addi tion to what I got for the 
cloth.” But I didn’t be lieve her, and I blushed 
for shame for what she had done. I ordered 
her to return the goat to its owners, but she 
had the last word. “Now I see what you are 
really like!” she shouted. “Where is all that 
concern of yours for others? What about all 
those good deeds you used to do?”

Tobit’s Prayer

3  1 I was so embarrassed and ashamed 
that I sighed and began to cry. Then, 

as I choked back my tears, I prayed:
 2 “You are righteous, O Lord!

You are merciful* in all you do,
faithful in all your ways.

You are the judge of this world.*
 3-4 I beg you, treat me with kindness.

Do not punish me for my sins,
not even for sins of which I am 

unaware.
My ancestors rebelled and 

disobeyed* your commands,
but do not punish me for their sins.

You let our people be plundered,
taken captive and killed.

You made an example of our people,
an object of contempt and disgrace
in all the nations where you 

scattered us.
 5 You have often judged my ancestors 

for their sins
and punished me for mine.

We were disloyal and rejected your 
commands,

so our punishment has always 
been just.

 6 “Now treat me as you please.
Take my life away and free me from 

this world;

3.2 merciful; some manuscripts add and just.
3.2 You are the judge of this world; some manuscripts 
have You are always fair and just when you judge.
3.3–4 My ancestors… disobeyed; some manuscripts 
have I disobeyed.

let my body return to the earth.
I would be better off dead. 

I am tormented by insults I don’t 
deserve,

and weighed down with despair.
Lord, give the command —

bring all my troubles to an end,
take me to my eternal rest.

Don’t reject my prayer.
I would rather die than live in misery

and face such cruel insults.”

Sarah’s Troubles
7 That same day in the city of Ec batana 

in Media, it happened that Sarah, the  
daughter of a  man named Ragu el, was 
insulted by one of her father’s servant 
women. 8 Sarah had been married seven 
times, but the evil demon, Asmodeus, killed 
each husband before the marriage could 
be consummated. The servant woman 
said to Sarah, “You husband-killer! Look at 
you! You’ve already had seven husbands, 
but not one of them lived long enough 
to give you a son.* 9 Why should you take 
it out on us? Why don’t you go and join 
your dead husbands? I hope we never see 
a child of yours!”

10 Sarah was so depressed that she burst 
into tears and went up stairs deter mined 
to hang herself. But when she thought it 
over, she said to herself, “No, I won’t do 
it! People would insult my father and say, 
‘You had only one child, a daughter whom 
you loved dear ly, but she hanged herself 
because she felt so miserable.’ Such grief 
would bring my grey-haired father to his 
grave, and I would be responsible. I won’t 
kill myself; I’ll just beg the Lord to let me 
die. Then I won’t have to listen to those 
insults any longer!”

Sarah’s Prayer
11 Then Sarah stood by the win dow, 

raised her arms in prayer, and said:
“God of mercy, worthy of our  

praise,
may your name always be 

honoured,
may all your creation praise you 

for ever.

3.8 but… son; some manuscripts have but it hasn’t 
done you a bit of good.

 TOBIT 2 ,  3  
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 12 “Lord, I look to you for help.
 13 Speak the word and set me free from 

this life;
then I will no longer have to hear 

these insults.
 14 You know, O Lord, that I’m still 

a virgin;
I have never been defiled by a man.

 15 Never have I disgraced myself or my 
father’s name,

as long as we have lived in this land 
of exile.

My father has no other child to be 
his heir,

and there is no relative* whom 
I can marry.

I have already lost seven husbands,
so why should I live any longer?

But if it is not your will to take my life,
at least show mercy to me.

Don’t let me hear those insults 
again!”*

God Hears the Prayers 
of Tobit and Sarah

16 As Tobit and Sarah were praying, God 
in heaven heard their prayers 17 *and sent 
his angel Raphael to help them. He was 
sent to remove the white film from Tobit’s 
eyes, so that he could see again, and to 
ar range a  marriage between Sarah and 
Tobit’s son Tobias, who, as her cousin, had 

3.15 relative: In Israel it was customary to marry 
within one’s own tribe.
3.15 at least… again; some manuscripts have at least 
listen to my complaint.

the right to marry her. Raphael was also 
ordered to expel the demon Asmodeus 
from Sarah. At the very moment that Tobit 
went back into his house from the court-
yard, Sarah, in her house in Ec batana, was 
coming down stairs.

Tobit’s Advice to Tobias

4  1 That same day, Tobit remembered 
the money that he had left with 

Gabael at Rages in Media. 2 He thought to 
him self, “Now that I have asked God to let 
me die, I should call my son Tobias and tell 
him about the money.”

3-4 So Tobit called Tobias and said to 
him, “My son, when I die, give me a proper  
bur ial. And after I’m gone, show respect 
to your mother. Take care of her for the 
rest of her life, and when she dies, bury her 
beside me. Remember, she risked her life to 
bring you into this world, so try to make her 
happy and never do any thing that would 
worry her.

5 “Every day of your life, keep the Lord our 
God in mind. Never sin deli ber ately or dis- 
obey any of his commands. Always do 
what is right and never get involved in any-
thing evil. 6 Be honest, and you will suc ceed 
in what ever you do.

7 *“Give generous ly to any one who faith-
fully obeys God.* If you are st ingy in giving 
to the poor, God will be st ingy in giving to 
you. 8 Give ac cording to what you have. 
The more you have, the more you should 
give. Even if you have only a little, be sure 
to give something. 9 This is as good as 
money saved. You will have your reward in 
a time of trouble. 10-11 Taking care of the 
poor is the kind of offering that pleases  
God in heaven. Do this, and you will be kept 
safe from the dark world of the dead.

12 “My son, be on your guard against 
prostitutes. Above all, marry a woman of 
our tribe, because we are descendants of 
the prophets. Do not marry any one who 
is not re lated to us. Remember that No ah, 
Abra ham, Isaac and Ja cob, our earli- 
est an ces tors, all married relatives. God 
blessed them with children, and so their 

4.7 The trans la tion of verses 7b–19b, ac ci den tal ly 
omitted in the Greek manuscript that this trans la tion 
normal ly follows, is based on other Greek manuscripts.

See also: 3.17: Num 36.6–9; Tob 6.10–12   
4.7: Deut 15.7–8; Prov 19.17; Sir 3.30—4.6; 1 Jn 3.17
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In September l966 the American Bible 
Society published The New Testament 
in Today’s English Version, the first 
publication of a new Bible translation 
intended for people everywhere for whom 
English is either their mother tongue or an 
acquired language. Shortly thereafter the 
United Bible Societies (UBS) requested the 
American Bible Society (ABS) to under-
take on its behalf a translation of the Old 
Testament following the same principles. 
Accordingly the American Bible Society ap-
pointed a group of translators to prepare 
the translation. The translation of the Old 
Testament, which was completed in l976, 
was joined to the fourth edition New 
Testament, thus completing the first edition 
of the translation which came to be known 
as the Good News Bible.

The text used for this translation
The basic Hebrew (and Aramaic) text for 
the Old Testament is the Masoretic Text 
made available through printed editions, 
published by the UBS, and since l977 under 
the title of Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 
In some instances the words of the pri-
nted consonantal text have been divided 
differently or have been read with a dif-
ferent set of vowels; at times a variant 
reading in the margin of the Hebrew text 
(qere) has been followed instead of the 
reading in the text (kethiv); and in other 
instances a variant reading supported by 
one or more Hebrew manuscripts has been 
adopted. Where no Hebrew source yields 
a satisfactory meaning in the context, the 
translation has either followed one or more 
of the ancient versions (e.g. Greek, Syriac, 
Latin) or has adopted a reconstructed text 
(technically referred to as a conjectural 
emendation) based on scholarly consen-
sus; such departures from the Hebrew are 
indicated in footnotes.

The basic text for the translation of the 
New Testament is The Greek New Testament 

published by the UBS (3rd edition, l975), but 
in a few instances the translation is based on 
a variant reading supported by one or more 
Greek manuscripts.

The translation process
The primary concern of the translators 
was to provide a faithful translation of 
the meaning of the Hebrew, Arama-
ic, and Greek texts. Their first task was to 
understand correctly the meaning of the 
original. All aids available were used in 
this task, including the ancient versions 
(e.g., the Septuagint Greek text of the Old 
Testament, the Vulgate of Jerome and Old 
Latin texts as available) and the modern 
translations in English and other languages. 

After ascertaining as accurately as 
possible the meaning of the original, the 
translators’ next task was to express that 
meaning in a manner and form easily 
understood by the readers. Since this trans-
lation is intended for all who use English as 
a means of communication, the translators 
have tried to avoid words and forms not in 
current or widespread use; but no artificial 
limit has been set to the range of the 
vocabulary employed. Every effort has been 
made to use language that is natural, clear, 
simple, and unambiguous. 

Faithfulness in translation also includes 
a faithful representation of the cultural and 
historical features of the original. Certain 
features, however, such as the hours of the 
day and the measures of weight, capacity, 
distance, and area, are given their modern 
equivalents, since the information in those 
terms conveys more meaning to the reader 
than the biblical form of those terms.

Following an ancient tradition, the 
distinctive Hebrew name for God (usually 
transliterated Yahweh, and earlier Jehovah) 
is in this translation represented by “LORD.” 
When Adonai, normally translated “Lord,” 
is followed by Yahweh, the combination is 
rendered by the phrase “Sovereign LORD.”
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Two ways to present the 
deuterocanonical books
The translation of the books of the Deu-
terocanon and others classed as Apocrypha 
was completed in l978, and the first edition 
of the Good News Bible with Deuterocanon-
icals and Apocrypha was published in l979, 
with the Imprimatur of the Most Reverend 
John F. Whealon, Archbishop of Hartford, 
Connecticut. The 1979 publication was an 
interconfessional edition in which these 
books were grouped in a separate section 
between the Old and the New Testaments. 

In this present edition the deuterocanon-
ical books are arranged in the order most 
familiar to Roman Catholics. Most of these 
books were written or have their settings in 
the last several centuries bc. The book of 
Baruch is positioned after Lamentations, 
as part of the Jeremiah grouping. The 
Wisdom of Solomon and Sirach, being wis-
dom books, are located among the other 
Old Testament Wisdom books, immedi-
ately following Song of Songs. The three 
additions to the book of Daniel, which are 
presented as separate books in the inter-
confessional edition of the Good News 
Bible, are presented here in the way most 
familiar to Roman Catholics. Susanna and 
Bel and the Dragon are traditionally treated 
as chapters 13 and 14 of Daniel. The third 
addition has its location between verses 
23 and 24 of chapter 3 in the Hebrew text 
because this is the position it holds in the 
Septuagint. Known as the Prayer of Azari-
ah and the Song of the Three Young Men, 
this addition to Daniel provides the text of 
the prayer offered by Azariah and of the 
song he and his companions sang while in 
the midst of the flames in the fiery furnace. 
The result is an Old Testament with 46 
books, several of which contain significant 
additions. These books formed part of the 
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the 
Old Testament that was in circulation at 
the time of Christ.

Prior to Jerome’s great Latin translation, 
which came to be known as the Vulgata (the 
common language), there were numerous 
Latin translations in circulation, all of which 
had been done from the Greek Septuagint. 
The great significance of Jerome’s work, 
at least for the Old Testament (AD 389–
405), is that he broke from that tradition 
and based his translation on the received 

consonantal Hebrew text. His knowledge 
of Hebrew was excellent, and he had re-
course to Jewish text scholars wherever he 
had questions. For the sections of Esther 
and Daniel not in the Hebrew canon, Je-
rome worked from the ancient Greek text. 
For Tobit and Judith his base texts were (no 
longer extant) Aramaic editions of these 
books. Already before taking on the Old 
Testament books, Jerome had prepared 
a revised edition of the Gospels (revising 
the Old Latin text in light of the best Greek 
manuscripts available to him). The rest of 
the Vulgate New Testament text is also 
attributed to Jerome. The influence of the 
Vulgate in western Christendom remained 
unsurpassed from his time until the era of 
the Reformation and the proliferation of 
vernacular Bible translations, well over one 
thousand years later.

The revision of the Good News Bible
In December l986, acting in response to 
a mounting perception of a need for text 
revisions, the ABS Board of Managers ap-
proved the undertaking of a revision of the 
Good News translation. The revision was 
restricted to two main areas of concern 
that had been raised and discussed over 
the years since the first appearance of 
the translation: (1) passages in which the 
English style had been unnecessarily ex-
clusive and inattentive to gender concerns, 
and (2) passages in which the translation 
had been seen as problematic from either a 
stylistic or an exegetical viewpoint.

In the decade and a half since the ini-
tial publication of the Good News Bible, 
many Bible readers had become sensitive 
to the negative effects of exclusive 
language; that is, to the ways in which 
the built-in linguistic biases of the ancient 
languages and the English language to-
ward the masculine gender has led some 
Bible readers to feel excluded from being 
addressed by the scriptural Word. This 
concern led to the revision of most major 
English translations during the l980s, and, 
increasingly, readers of the Good News 
translation wrote to request that the Bible 
Society take this concern into consideration 
in preparing any revision. In practical terms 
what this means is that, where references 
in particular passages are to both men and 
women, the revision aims at language that 
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is not exclusively masculine-oriented. At 
the same time, however, great care was 
taken not to distort the historical reality 
of the ancient patriarchal culture of Bible 
times.

Helps for the reader
In order to make the text easier to un-
derstand, various kinds of readers’ helps 
are supplied. The text itself has been 
divided into sections, and headings are 
provided which indicate the contents of 
the section. Where there are parallel ac-
counts elsewhere in the Bible, a reference 
to such a passage appears within paren-
theses below the heading. There are, in 
addition, several kinds of notes which 
appear at the bottom of the page. (1) 
Cultural or Historical Notes. These provide 
information required to enable readers 
to understand the meaning of the text 
in terms of its original setting (e.g. the 
explanation of Rahab in Psalm 89.10, and 
of Day of Atonement in Acts 27.9). (2) 
Textual Notes. In the Old Testament these 
indicate primarily those passages where 
the Hebrew word or words may be unclear 
in meaning, or where one or more of the 
ancient translations (e.g., the Septuagint, 
Vulgate, or Syriac) appears to preserve the 
original wording better than the received 
Hebrew text. Where one or more of the 
ancient versions were followed, the note 

indicates this by One ancient translation 
(e.g. Genesis 1.26) or Some ancient transla
tions (e.g. Genesis 4.8); where a conjectural 
emendation was adopted, the note reads 
Probable text (e.g. Genesis 10.14). Where 
the Greek is the primary text, such as in the 
New Testament, there are textual notes 
indicating some of the places where there 
are significant differences among the an-
cient manuscripts. These differences may 
consist of additions to the text (e.g. Mat-
thew 21.43), deletions (e.g. Matthew 
24.36), or substitutions (e.g. Mark 1.41). 
(3) Alternative Renderings. In many plac-
es the precise meaning of the original text 
is in dispute, and there are two or more 
different ways in which the text may be un-
derstood. In some of the more important 
of such instances an alternative rendering 
is given (e.g. Genesis 2.9; Matthew 6.11). 
(4) References to Other Passages. In ad-
dition, many editions of the Good News 
Bible include references (by book, chapter, 
and verse) to other places in the Bible 
where identical or similar matters or ideas 
are dealt with.

A Word List identifies many objects or 
cultural features whose meaning may not 
be known to all readers. The Maps are 
designed to help the reader to visualise 
the geographical setting of countries and 
localities mentioned in the Bible at differ-
ent points in their history.
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